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First off, let me clarify that I am not a proponent of expecting all children to
learn at the same pace. Why all third graders are expected to be at x reading
level by January is beyond me. That said, I think it's a fair assumption that
there are certain skills that we hope our students have by a certain age in
order to help them reach their full potential. This also applies to tech skills.

I teach in a computer lab every day, with classes ranging from kindergarten
through sixth grade rotating through my lab every 45 minutes. I have the
luxury of seeing what my students can accomplish and I understand how to
scaffold their learning so that when they reach a higher grade I know they will
have the required repertoire of skills to be successful in whatever projects we
are working on and at whatever school they may end up in when they leave
me.

Here are some skills by grade level that I aim to have my students obtain.
Each skill is rated per grade as either an Introductory (I), Developing (D) or
Applied (A) Skill.

(Please keep in mind that I teach in a high-poverty school where many kids
do not have access to computers, iDevices or the Internet at home.)

Skill K 1 2 3 4 5 6
Log into a computer using a one-word single sign-on A __ __ __ __ __ _

Log into a computer using your own personal
account

I A A A A A A

Log into web-based tool accounts I D A A A A A

Find keys on the keyboard to construct sentences
and type your name

I D A A A A A

Know how to make a capital letter using Shift I D A A A A A

Type using two hands I D D D A A A

Type at least 15 WPM __ __ I D A A A

Type at least 20 WPM __ __ __ I D A A

Type at least 25 WPM __ __ __ __ D D A

Know some basic keyboard shortcuts I D D D D A A

Know how to copy/paste __ __ I D D A A

Save a file I D D A A A A

Open a file I D A A A A A

Understand file paths I D D D A A A

Locate files and navigate file paths independently I I D D A A A

Know how to organize files I I I I D D A

Navigate a browser (back, forward buttons and tab) I D A A A A A

Know how to evaluate websites for accuracy and
relevance

I I I D D A A

Know how to leave a useful comment for a peer I I D A A A A

Practice good netiquette when commenting I I D D A A A

Know how to use tools like Edmodo or Schoology to
discuss, share and blog about course content

__ __ __ __ D D A

Collaborate with peers on digital projects I I I D D D A

Begin to look for solutions to real-world problems
through the lens of technology

I I I D D D D

Know a system for bookmarking/saving sites __ __ __ I D D A

Use a tool like Diigo to compile resources __ __ __ __ __ D D

Be familiar with basic menus within applications I D D D A A A

Independently use a drawing program (like TuxPaint) I D D A A A A

Complete graphic organizers using software like
Kidspiration

I D D A A A A
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