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List as many 

 

 examples of 
 onomatopoeia as you 

 can in 30 seconds. 

Poetry 
Question 
Cube 1 

 

 
Which type of poem is 

better, a haiku or a 
limerick? Explain your 

answer. 

  
Explain why a writer 

 might choose to use 
 poetry to convey 
 their message 
 instead of using some 
 other type of writing, 
 like a narrative or 

 expository piece. 

 

 
 

Explain why a writer 
would use a hyperbole 

in their writing. 

 

 

 
Write an example of a 

simile. Write an 
example of a 
metaphor. 

 

 

 

Create an example of 
personification. 
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Which is better a 

simile or a metaphor? 

 

 
Explain your answer. 

Poetry 
Question 
Cube 2 

 
Explain what an 

onomatopoeia is. 

 
How are they used? 

  
Explain the 

difference between 

internal rhyme and 

end rhyme. 

 

 
Explain how to use 

personification. 

 

 
Write a sentence 

with alliteration. 

 

 

List three different 

literary elements. 
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If you could only 
save one character What part of this text would 
from this text in the you change? Why? 
event of a disaster, 

which one would it 

be and why? 

 

 
 

 
 

Make a list of facts that 

you gleaned from the 

text. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How would you 

categorize this text? 

What is its genre? How 

do you know? 

Did this text remind 

you of anything that 

has happened to you? 

If so, what? If not, how 

is your life different? 

Compare this text with 

the last book you read. 

If you could change 

any part of this text, 

which part would you 

change? Why? 

 
 
 
 

 

Is the title a good one 

or a poor one? Explain. 
 
 
 
 

Generic Text  
Question Cube 1 
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If you could only 
save one character What part of this text would 
from this text in the you change? Why? 
event of a disaster, 

which one would it 

be and why? 

 

 

 

If you could only save 

one individual from the 

text in the case of a 

disaster, which one 

would it be? Why? 
 
 
 

 
 

List five major events 

from the text in 

chronological order. 

 
 

Write a poem about 

this text. 

Pick one of the 

individuals from this text. 

Think of a shape that fits 

his or her traits. Draw the 

shape and then describe 

the individual inside the 

shape. 

 

What changes would 

have to be made if the 

events in this text 

occurred 200 years 

ago? 

 
 
 
 

Describe the setting(s) 

mentioned in this text. 
 
 

Generic Text 
Question Cube 2 
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List five new-to-you 

words. Write down 

their dictionary 

definition. 

 
 
 

Design a poster for this 

text. 

 
 

Describe the main idea 

of this text. 

 
 

What was the author's 

purpose or purposes in 

writing this text? 

 
 
 

Who is the intended 

audience for this text? 

How do you know? 

Generic Text 
Question Cube 3 

 
Identify one problem 

or conflict identified in 
the text. Propose a 

solution that was not 
discussed in the text. 
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6. Explain the 

 

 difference between a 
 complex sentence and a 
 compound-complex 

 sentence. 

 
 

Sentence 
Structure 
Cube 1 

5. Write a compound 
sentence. 

  
4. Explain two different 

 methods for combining 
 two independent clauses 
 to make a compound 

 sentence. 

 

 
3. Describe what 

a semicolon 
does. 

 
2. Which type of 

sentence is better, 
a simple sentence or 
a  compound sentence 
Explain your answer. 

 
1. Use an 

AAAWWUBBIS to 
create a complex 

sentence. 



 Created by Jessica Covert for Edutopia 

 
 

  

1. Create a sentence 

 

 using both an 

 independent clause and a 

 subordinate clause. 

 

Sentence 
Structure 
Cube 2 

 
2. Show how to use a semi- 

colon to create a 

compound or compound- 

complex sentence. 

 

 
3. Describe what an 

 AAAWWUBBIS  is 

 and explain how an 

 AAAWWUBBIS is a 

 comma causer. 

 

 
4. Compare and contrast 

subordinate and 

independent clauses. 

 

 
5. How are simple 

sentences and complex 

sentences alike? 

 

 
6. What three parts make 

up a compound-complex 

sentence? 

 


